
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Choral Arts Society of Cleveland 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Haydn's the Seasons, Spring & Summer 

Your Project Summary: Choral Arts Society of Cleveland (CASC) will rehearse & perform the Spring & 

Summer parts of Haydn’s the Seasons, with professional soloists & orchestra. The 60 member chorus led 

by Conductor, Martin Kessler, will present the  concert in May 2017 on Cleveland’s Near East Side. The 

multi-media event will also feature art works & poetry by local students & a 20 minute pre-concert lecture 

on the unique seasonal characteristics of Northeast Ohio. The concert will be free & open to the public. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This project demonstrates public benefit. The organization shared how it reflects on its work 

and provided  examples of it, particularly the increase in the number of ethnic minority singers and the 

performance of Whitbourne's Luminosity.  Luminosity sounds like it was  fantastic project, it's something 

to build upon for the future. A suggestion is to provide more information about the new ways the 

organization has found to collaborate with others. If not being done already, consider how the 

new/diverse artists could provide input to keep producing fresh, innovative programming. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meets the funding criteria. It is great to see a proposal that lists the specific 

programmatic and musical works to be presented as part of the project. This is a focus multi-media project 

that includes multiple collaborations with the community. Finally,  the concerts will be free and open to 

the public, which adds great public value. Budget is very reasonable and online with market costs for this 

type of presentation.  Meets criteria for funding. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This performance proposal does seem to hold potential for public benefit, in presenting a work 

that would be new to the audience. However the  outline for public engagement leaves me yearning for 

more specifics and more direct outreach and exchange with the community, particularly young people 

given the opportunity to submit and perform(?) related original works. This aspect of the performance, if 

detailed more precisely, would increase the public benefit of the proposal, and in turn, the attendance. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. It is clear that this series of free concerts brings 

a public benefit to the community, especially a type of music not typically presented in community-based 

organizations like this one. The integration of different types of performance art grounds the project in 

new and innovative artistic ventures. And the organization's history of presenting the previous two works 

in the series demonstrates they have the infrastructure to complete this project. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. Their strategic plan used knowledge of its community 

to drive its work, and their creative programming to include dance and in this instance, visual arts and 

nature show a dedication to building new relationships with community stakeholders.  The project is 

ambitious- performing a difficult work - and the incorporation of visual arts and nature partners blends 

creativity and environmental awareness generates fresh and creative programming. This programming, 

their goal, and the measures are all related to strategic plan, and it is clear that the applicant is interested 

in keeping closely aligned with the outcomes of their strategic plan.  The roster of volunteers to implement 

the project demonstrate a capacity to achieve the goals stated. There was a discrepancy in the marketing 

and publicity -- design and printing was mentioned in the budget but nowhere else, and the volunteer is 

responsible for only digital communications/outreach. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


